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Better Lemonade Together

From the President
Dear Friends,
We may know how to make art, but according to our campers we’re not the best at making
lemonade. So our goal last summer at Camp Create was making “Better Lemonade
Together,” which we did physically and artistically.
During this intensive summer arts camp, students explored many art forms. They learned
how to develop photographs, create colorful paintings, write and perform plays, and dance to
the beat of their own drums. They also made a lot of lemonade and kept adjusting the recipe
(sometimes too sweet, sometimes too sour) until it was perfect.
Guided by a team of amazing professional artists, these diverse students discovered how
working together makes an impact on our art and the world around us. They learned that
their artwork, just like lemonade, is better when made together.
This is an apt metaphor for the mission of Kennedy Heights Arts Center. Through
participation in the arts, we are building a more connected, inclusive and vibrant community.
In 2010, more than 2,500 youth and adults came together in many creative ways. We were
transported to far-away lands, aspired for peace and explored nature through engaging art
exhibitions. We created inspiring artwork, world music and funky outdoor sculptures on the
grounds of the Arts Center. We came together to celebrate and connect at community events
– listening to music on the lawn, experiencing and sharing our cultures and creating art
together.
Our community is made up of
many different ingredients and,
just like in lemonade, we are
better together.

Helen came to the Center in 2004 as a
founding member of the Kennedy artist
guild. She not only shared her talents as
an artist, she also jumped right in as a
volunteer. Helen provided valuable
Helen Haberstroh in the art shop she managed for
leadership as the guild coordinator – orsix years, one of her many volunteer contributions
ganizing exhibitions, reaching out to
to KHAC. Photo by Tom Kinsel.
new members and managing the art shop
– and later as a board member and board president.
Helen has the unique traits of being both a creative person and a super-organized, task
master. Stepping into the young, all-volunteer arts center, Helen was instrumental in the
formation of the organization. She helped put structures and policies in place to ensure
that the Center was running effectively and by the book – often successfully “herding
the cats” to do so.

“Helen personally juried me into the Guild,” said artist Lynn Conaway. “Ever since, she
has been a great friend and cheerleader to me and my family.”

Sincerely,

mission:

For many visitors, the first person they
encounter at Kennedy Heights Arts
Center is Helen Haberstroh. For seven
years, she has been the friendly face,
welcoming ambassador and gallery
docent at the Arts Center on Saturdays.
Everyone knows Helen. But what
everyone might not know is that in
addition to this public role, behind the
scenes, Helen has been a significant influence in the development of the
Arts Center.

Among guild artists, volunteers and staff, Helen is affectionately thought of as our
“mother hen.” Over the years, Helen has mentored many young artists and college
students. Always encouraging, she draws out the best in everyone.

On behalf of the board of
directors and staff, thank you for
the all valuable ways you
contribute to the mix.

Mary Ray
President, Board of Directors

Helen Haberstroh Honored for
Outstanding Contributions

photo by Emily Holt, student, Camp Create 2010

Helen has been generous with her resources as well as her time. Usually quietly and
behind the scenes, Helen sees a need and fills it – with little fanfare and lots of devotion.
Her genuine love for the Arts Center and this community is evident in all that she does.
It is for this devoted service that we are proud to honor Helen with the 2010 Kennedy
Award for Outstanding Contributions.

To enhance the life of the surrounding community through
arts and cultural experiences that embrace diversity, foster
creativity and build community.

cover photo by: Hope Johnston-Holm, high school intern, Camp Create 2010
design by: Andrea McLearen
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Acclaimed International
Photographer Conveys
Images of Africa
The spotlight was on Africa in I See Africa:
Perceptions, Imaginings, and Realities, a highlight
of the 2010 gallery season.
The exhibition featured the work of Nigerian
photographer Alfred Olusegun Fayemi. For the
past 25 years, Dr. Fayemi has devoted his energies
to social documentary photography of continental
Africans and Africans in the diaspora. His work has
been exhibited widely in the US and abroad and
published in magazines, newspapers and three coffee
table books: Balancing Acts: Photographs from West
Absolute Delight by Alfred O. Fayemi
Africa (1995), Voices from Within: Photographs of
African Children (1999), and Windows to the Soul: Photographs Celebrating African
Women (2003).
Fayemi’s photographs articulate the realities of contemporary Africa and Africans.
They traverse a wide spectrum in the rhythm of the daily lives of Africans, from the
resplendent attire of African women in markets, to children playing with home-made
toys, to pounding yams, to open-air dancing parties in far-flung locations like Nigeria,
Ghana and Ethiopia.
Complimenting this work, Ohio artists James
Haase, Queen Brooks, Cynthia Lockhart,
Elliott Jordan, and Ike Okafor-Newsum
presented contemporary African-influenced
works in various media. Educational exhibits
of genuine African artifacts on loan from the
Cincinnati Art Museum, Cincinnati Museum
Center and private collectors provided cultural
context.
I See Africa embodied a reconciliation of
ideas. The artists presented their concepts of
Africa through sculpture, painting, fiber art
and photography.

In the warmer months, Kennedy Heights Arts Center
was the place to be for music, art and connecting with
neighbors. Hundreds of area residents gathered for free
concerts, festivals and events on our beautiful 2.5 acre
grounds.
Our Summer Concert Series brought some of the best
musical talent in Cincinnati to perform live on the lawn
at the Arts Center. From foot-stomping Cajun tunes by
Lagniappe to the boogie woogie blues of Ricky Nye to
Tracy Walker’s signature folk style, the 8-concert series
offered something for everyone.
Local artists were at the heart of the District A Arts and
Music Festival. Professional artists who reside in the
neighborhood offered demonstrations, performances and
an open-air art show. Festival attendees were able to
experience the work of these talented folks right here in
our community and try their own hand at interactive art
activities. Other events such as the Arts for Social Change
panel discussion connected residents with artists for
engaging conversation and learning.
The year ended with the 5th annual Winterfest, a holiday celebration for Kennedy Heights
and Pleasant Ridge – where residents of all ages enjoyed music, dance, hands-on art
activities, refreshments and holiday cheer at the Arts Center, AIM and the Pleasant Ridge
Community Center. The spirit of community shone through as neighbors gathered around
the piano to sing songs of the season.

2010 Art Exhibitions

Theatre Jali performs in the gallery during
the African Culture Fest

“This exhibition communicates Africa’s cultural impact in our global community, and
emphasizes the validity of each artist’s vision of Africa,” explained curator Barbara
Gamboa.
The exhibit attracted a record number of visitors, including many school groups.
Dr. Fayemi, who currently resides in New York, presented a gallery talk about his
experiences documenting life in his home country of Nigeria as well as several other
countries on the continent.
Africa really came to life when Kennedy Heights Arts Center presented an African
Culture Fest on May 2, in conjunction with the exhibit. Visitors experienced cultural
exhibits, music, dance and food from six African nations.
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Events Bring Community Together

For A Better World
Poems and drawings on peace and justice
from the 2006 edition of the annual
publication For a Better World edited by
Saad Ghosn.
Student Art Exhibition
Imaginative works and inspired creations
from students at Kennedy Heights Art
Center and seven area schools.
I See Africa
(see article page 3)

Guild Summer Show
A multi-media show featuring photography,
painting, jewelry, sculpture, and fiber arts
by members of the Kennedy Artists Guild.

Touch
A tactile, interactive
exhibit of ceramic
sculptures by
Brenda Tarbell,
alongside work of
other artists inspired
by the natural world.

Click 6
Our sixth annual juried photography
exhibition, presented in collaboration
with the American Society of Media
Photographers.
Holiday Treasures
One-of-a-kind handmade treasures
presented by the Kennedy Artists Guild.

Photo above: Lilly Cooper add her touch to a community mural at the District A Arts and Music Festival.
Photo by Natalie Jeanne Photography
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From the Trash Bin to the Gallery:
Creating Art from Found Objects
with Sculptor Voss Finn
Look closely at this art and see what you can find: door
knobs, toy parts, pop cans, buckets. Youth and adults employed great creativity, turning discarded objects into works
of art.

Local youth created these colorful,
sculptures during a residency with
artist Voss Finn.

“It helped reawaken my imagination
and artistic abilities,” commented one
adult participant.
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Based on comments on the Play Me I’m Yours website, we learned that the piano at Kennedy
Heights Arts Center was one of the community’s favorites, earning rave reviews for both its
artistic beauty and clarity of sound. More than 120 people from throughout the region
traveled to our site to play the piano during the six weeks it was outside.
The piano (now moved inside) is a great resource that has allowed us to expand our programming at the Center – by hosting piano recitals, music classes and small concerts in the gallery.

Going Green
In an effort to conserve energy and reduce operating costs, Kennedy Heights Arts Center initiated several “green” facility improvements in 2010.
With assistance from volunteer Jos van Gils and the Greater Cincinnati Energy Alliance, we
conducted a full energy audit of our historic facility. The audit helped staff pinpoint problems
and solutions to improve our energy efficiency.
One of the greatest areas of energy loss was our
windows. With the generous support of an anonymous donor, we installed “invisible” storm windows
throughout the facility and glass block windows on
the lower level. The storms create significant energy
savings and help preserve the original wood frame
windows. It’s great to walk by a closed window in the
winter and no longer feel a breeze!

Lynn Topits, a resident of
nearby Geier Apartments,
enjoyed new artistic
experiences.

A youth participant, age 10, remarked
“Art can be anything you want it to be and
can be made out of anything!” Photos by Kate Kern

2010 Teaching Artists
Cheryl Cannon
April Cooper
Cedric Michael Cox

Natalie Hager
Robin Hartmann
Kelly Langdon

Teen artists in our summer program designed
and painted the piano.

Our piano was designed and painted by teens in our Camp Create summer program under
the guidance of artist Cedric Micheal Cox. Entitled “Neighborhood Harmony”, the piano
features images of homes and gardens in Kennedy Heights. The students took a walking tour
of the neighborhood and sketched homes to include in the design.

The open-ended process allowed for
much discovery. Each person was
encouraged to explore their own
questions and interests – learning there
are no right or wrong answers in
making art. Furthermore, Finn’s work
raises the value of everyday objects
in our lives thus presenting a new
perspective of what is to be regarded as
“usable” versus “useless.”

The moving windmill was an attention-getter along Montgomery
Road.

Throughout August and September, visitors
of Kennedy Heights Arts Center would often
hear strains of Chopin or Joplin in the air. This
beautiful music was coming from an unusual
fixture on the front porch: a piano.
The piano was part of Play Me, I’m Yours by
Luke Jerram, a city-wide public art installation
sponsored by Cincinnati Public Radio which
put 35 street pianos in public parks, streets
and squares across Greater Cincinnati. Each
donated piano was individually decorated.

This work was part of a month-long community residency
with artist Voss Finn, supported by the Ohio Arts Council’s
“Artist in Residence” program which matches schools and
organizations throughout the state with renowned Ohio
artists for in-depth learning experiences. Other project
funding came from the NLT Foundation.
Finn’s practice of using found objects to create sculpture was
the inspiration for an enormous amount of artistic exploration. The artist worked with groups of residents ranging in
age from 6-10 year olds, to high school students to adults,
including a group of adults with developmental disabilities from the Geier Apartments. The result was two large,
collaborative sculptures and a number of individual works
displayed on the grounds and porch of the Arts Center
throughout the summer.

Music in the Air

Charles Miller
Karen Overmyer
Rebecca Nebert

Rain barrels provide a sustainable source of water
for keeping the Arts Center’s gardens flourishing.
Photo by Natalie Jeanne Photography

Brandon Parker
Christian Schmit
Jeanne Speier
Bet Stewart

Using donated barrels from Meier’s Winery and
the Coca-Cola Company (and a little ingenuity),
volunteer Mike Conaway designed a water collection
system to capture rainwater. The system provided
enough water to nourish the Center’s large garden all
summer long.

“These improvements help ensure that we are being good stewards of our limited resources and
the Earth’s resources as well,” commented KHAC Executive Director Ellen Muse-Lindeman.
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Thank you to all our donors
Lewis Kennedy Society

Recognizing individual donors who
contributed $1,000 or more

Carl H. Lindner, Jr.
Robert and Betty Lindner
Marlene and Bill Muse
Jeffrey Dey
Wm. Joel McCray
Helen and Dick Haberstroh
Chris and Mary Ray

Memorials

In Honor of Patrica Keyes’
birthday
Janet and Dan Bednarz
Jennifer and Gregory Cole
Margaret Downs
Stanley and Dorothy Lambert
Gwendolyn McLoud
Carolyn Miller
Grace Sampson
Sue Scheld
Arthur and Evelyn Schlitz
Marilyn and Ron Slone
Robert and Wanda Smith
Sue Ann Spears
Dave and Winifred Swormstedt
Mark and Linda Ulrey
Cheryl Winkler
In Honor of Helen Haberstroh
Helen Spoon

Donors

Jamie Abele
Dick and Mary Lu Aft
Audrey Ahlrichs
Ellis Arjmand
Dan and Jeanette Arlinghaus
Beverly Baker
Ernest and Judith Barbeau
Jody and Ardell Barkley
Dana and Tracie Bateman
Lynwood Battle, Jr.
Madeline Bell
Frank and Debra Bender
Clete and Ann Benken
Bill and Janet Berger
Theresa A. Bess
Miriam and Leonard Bernstein
Jackie and Tim Bonfield
Lilian Bosworth
Tom and Mary Brennan
Debbie Brooks
Queen Brooks
Eric Brose
Bill and Alberta Brown
Iva and Ralph Brown
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Napoleon Bryant
Marguerite Burbanks
John and Mary Ann Butkovich
Kathleen M. Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. J. Allan Campbell
Marcia Chesley
Cecelia Chewning
Alice Church
Kate and Kevin Clarisey
Nita Clarisey
Susan Cohen
Lynn and Mike Conaway
Mary Ann and Ralph Conaway
Margaret and Joseph Conway
Robert and Ella Cordes
Patricia Cottingham
Cedric Cox
Lettie Davis
Michael Davis
Paul and Carol Davis
Angela Delaney-Duff
Sherri Demyan and Tom Carter
Lee and Diana DeRhodes
Chuck and Michelle Dragga
Jack and Joyce Drake
Harold and Mary Dreibelbis
Ann DuCharme
Ken and Vicky Dudley
David Dukart and Joanne
DeGreg
Suzanne Dunbar
Patricia Elder
Constance Elsaesser
Linda Fabe
Gerry Fairbrother
Fred and Carol Foote
Dorothy Fraembs
Jeffrey Frauenknecht
Vanessa and Gary Freytag
Tricia Fries
Molly Galloway
B.J. Gardner
John Gardner
Carolyn Garriott
Mike and Sharon Garry
Timothy A. Garry
Lynne and Tony George
Mimi Gingold and Al Gerhardstein
Linda and Scott Glaser
Bill and Jeane Goings
Melvin and Brenda Grier
Linda and Steve Grieser
Donald Gruber
David Gruber and Esperanza
Tovar
Helen and John Habbert

Helen and Dick Haberstroh
Natalie Hager
George and Sarah Hale
Alice Harkins
Jodi and Rickey Harris
Robin and Rainer Hartmann
Christine Heck
Erin and Steven Hellmich
Theresa Henderson
Sr. Carren Herring
Richard Hoffman
Duane and Cecelia Holm
Jane and Bill Hopewell
James and Karen Huesing
Lisa R. Hughes
Marjorie McKelvey Isaacs
Marilyn Jackson
Patti Johnson
Mary Jane Jones
Ruth Jones
Bobbie and Sanford Kalman
George Kalomeres
Chuck and Darlene Kamine
Suzanne and Dave Kammer
Melodie and Michael Kapolka
Susan Kemp
Robert and Dorothy Kinsel
Tom Kinsel
Jerry Kirby, M.D.
Vivian Kline
Patricia Krekeler
Maria and Lothar Kreppel
Roger and Michelle Krummen
Jerry Kuck
Clarence Lamb, MD
Stanley Lambert
Barbara and Everett Landen
Janet Langhorst
Mary and Bill Lennard
John Leopard
Andrea Lerner Levenson
William Leugers
Ruth Macke
Dave and Ana Paula Macklin
Bob and Mary Lee Maier
Adrienne Malis
Carmen Marshall
Angela Mascolino
Sandy Matey
Brenda Maxie
Claudia and Tom McKee
Melissa McNally
Mary Ann Meanwell
Rena Mei-Tel
Beatrice Melvin
Jacqueline and Price Michael
Kathy and Pat Michel

Erich and Jerilyn Miller
Diana Moore
Beth and Jim Muething
Jim and Marilyn Munneke
Jessica Murdaugh
Eunice Murphy
Marlene and Bill Muse
Amy Muse and Doug Phillips
Ellen Muse and Larry Lindeman
Larry and Barbara Mustard
Jennifer Myers
Barbara and John Neumann
Patti and Doug Newberry
Marilynne Nickol
Mary Nicolay
Jeff Niemes
David Nurre
Tom and Helene Ohren
Mary Eleanor O’Neill
Maxine and Clyde Otis
Raymond Owens and Leah
Hoechstetter
Robert Park
David and Vickye Payton
Jeanne Perry
Tom and Mary Anne Phalen
Greg and Janice Pike
Ben Pipkin and Kathy Kessler
Barbara and Charles Pope
Laura Porter
William Powell
Allan and Karen Rahe
Tom and Margaret Ray
John and Polly Reading
Patricia Reaman
Karla Redden
James and Shirley Reischman
Richalee Rice
Diane and Dan Roketenetz
Beatrice Rowe
Avima Ruder
Jim and Patti Rulli
Mary Rust
Catharine Saelinger
Mary Jo Sage
Melody Sawyer Richardson
Thomas Schiff
Alan and Marge Schneider
Kimberly and Kenneth Schon
Christine Schumacher and Hal
Hess
Theodore Schwartz
Anne See
Barbara Sferra
Julie and Steven Shifman
Lise and Kevin Sigward
Linn Sinnott

Merri Gaither Smith
Sue Ann Spears
Mrs. Donald Spencer
Sharon Stadtmiller
Stan Stenten
Mike and Barb Streff
Steve and Liz Sudberry
Helen Sutton
Herb and Johanna Swords
Doug and Stephanie Thomson
Marcella Trice
Helen and Howard Upshaw
James and Joy Upton
Linda Vacariello
Ruth Vetter
Edna Walker
Lindley and Mary Weikert
Susan Welsh
John and Miriam West
Janet Wiehe
Mary Paula Wiggins
Pamela and Snowden Williams
Joe and Ann Wilmers
Ina Wilson
Mev Wilson
Mary Wolfe
John and Gale Wright
Eleanore Zarnowiecki
Jim and Susan Zarnowiecki
John Zarnowiecki
Paul and Jennifer Zarnowiecki
Ted and Donna Ziedses des
Plantes

Winter Fest Sponsorships

C. Kevin Armstrong, CPA
Donovan Tire Company Inc.
Kennedy Heights Community
Council
Nativity of Our Lord Church
Pleasant Ridge Community
Council

Businesses and
Organizations

American Society of Media
Photographers
A-One Dry Cleaners
C. Kevin Armstrong, CPA
C.K. Properties
Children’s Home of Cincinnati
Classic Tile
Hannaford Suites
Just Give
Kennedy Heights Community
Council
Triad Communications
YMCA

Grants and Foundations

Andrew Jergens Foundation
ArtsWave
Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile,
Jr./US Bank Foundation
John A. Schroth Family
Charitable Trust, PNC Bank,
Trustee
Louise Taft Semple Foundation
Ohio Arts Council
Scripps Howard Foundation
Thomas J. Emery Memorial
William O. Purdy, Jr.
Foundation
Reflects donations received
January 1, 2010 through
December 31, 2010.
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Financial Report

Volunteers Make an Impact

Kennedy Heights Arts Center Operating Funds for the Year Ended December 31, 2010.

Revenue

1%
Other income

28%
Grants

23%
Program Fees

48%
Contributions

Expenses
Total Revenue			
$184,604
Allocation from Cash Reserves
$54,441
Total Expense			
$239,045

3%
5%
Other
Office expenses
costs

36%
Salaries
and related
expenses

5%
Professional
fees
19%
Teachers,
artists, and
direct
program
costs

Total Assets			
$782,867
Total Liabilities			
$193,684
Total Net Assets		
$589,183

Treasurer
David Macklin
Ernst and Young, LLP
Richard Cooke
The Procter and Gamble Co.
Ann DuCharme
ArtsWave
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Lynne George joined the KHAC as a volunteer
in the very early days, just after the purchase of
the building. At that time, our biggest concern
was getting the door open on Saturdays. Within
a matter of months, we were not only open but
welcoming, even in the chaos of renovations.
No matter how much destruction and debris
surrounded her, Lynne always carved out an
attractive space for arts programming, and there
was always hot coffee and warm cookies.

Lee DeRhodes and Lynne George are recognized
for their volunteer service. Photo by
Natalie Jeanne Photography

Lynne served as volunteer Facilities/Operations Coordinator, then later as our Bookkeeper,
a volunteer position she held for four years.
Lynne is well known as the consummate party hostess, so it was no surprise that she helped
launch the Hospitality committee. She shared the vision of the Arts Center as a place for
community to gather, and was instrumental in the success of our community events, such
as the Memorial Day concerts and Founders Day. “Lynne made sure everyone felt like a
treasured guest,” said KHAC President Mary Ray.
Lee DeRhodes also began his volunteer service soon after the Arts Center was founded. A
Kennedy Heights resident and avid gardener, Lee started clearing out sections of the side
yard (at the time full of weeds and fallen trees) to create a garden. Each year he carved out
another section until eventually he cultivated the entire yard with lush beds of perennials.

26%
Occupancy

Board + Staff
2010 Board of Directors
President		
Mary Ray
Coldwell Banker/West Shell

No volunteers have done more to make the
Arts Center a welcoming place than this year’s
Volunteer of the Year Award recipients – Lynne
George and Lee DeRhodes.

Barbara Gamboa
Artist

Staff
Ilene Hayes
Operations Coordinator

Lydia Morgan
Community volunteer

Bruce Menefield
Program Coordinator

Monica Newby
Newby Orthodontics

Ellen Muse-Lindeman
Executive Director

Laura Partridge
Cincinnati Museum Center

With loving care and no funding, Lee developed an award-winning garden which has been
recognized by the Cincinnati Horticultural Society and featured in House Trends Magazine. The garden draws people in and creates a beautiful environment for the community
to enjoy.
“People ask Lee all the time for his secret, as if there’s some magic formula to a great
garden,” remarked KHAC Executive Director Ellen Muse-Lindeman. “But the key to his
success is his great devotion. He is here tending the garden every day. And when I say every
day, I mean EVERY day.”
In 2010, this dynamic duo joined forces to develop, shepherd and manage a new event
rental program. We had received many requests in the past to consider renting our unique
historic facility for private events and business meetings. With support from staff member Ilene Hayes, these two volunteers stepped in to develop the program, which provides
both a wonderful resource for the community and a valuable stream of revenue to support
KHAC’s mission.
Lynne’s professional background in catering/hospitality industry is a huge asset as she meets
with prospective clients and helps them plan their special events. Lee then sets up and
supervises the events at the Arts Center. In the first year, we hosted 25 private events in our
facility – all thanks to their leadership and countless volunteer hours.
It is this kind of energy and willingness to jump in anywhere, anytime that makes Lynne
and Lee such valuable members of the Arts Center family.

2009 Annual Report

10

6546 Montgomery Road
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Non-Profit Org
U.S. Postage
Paid
Cincinnati OH
Permit #5497

