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Launched Elementary Jazz 
Academy in partnership with 
Cincinnati Public Schools. 
28 students in grades 4-6 
participated three days a 
week in extraordinary music 
instruction and performance 
opportunities at KHAC, led by 
world-class jazz musicians 
at no cost.

TEEN ARTISTS FOR 
CHANGE

Mentored by professional 
artists, teens created 
media-based projects that 
make a diff erence in the 
world around them.
Students created a video for 
The Caring Place food pantry 
and Tellus zine for teens, 
by teens.

CREATIVITY AND 
LEARNING FOR ALL

930 youth participated in
 enriching arts classes and 
camps at KHAC, 

and in 15 public libraries, 
schools, and organizations.

61% of participants 
received free or reduced 
cost tuition

ARTS AND CULTURE 
ACADEMY

3rd year of arts partnership 
with Woodford Paideia, K – 6 
public school with 100% of 
students eligible for free lunch. 
Coordinated 8 artist residen-
cies, 26 fi ne art fi eld studies, 
and teacher training in 
arts integration.

Woodford’s Department 
of Education rating 
improved from F to C. 
Earned A in important 
“Gap Closing” score.

First elementary group ever 
invited to Eastern Illinois 
University jazz festival!

FUeling Creativity

“I learned we can go
 beyond our dreams.” 
- student

EMERGING JAZZ 
SUPERSTARS

LETTER
FROM THE 
DIRECTOR

Bill Lennard, President 
Procter and Gamble 

(retired)

Jason Snodgrass, Treasurer 
The Kroger Company

Donita Parrish, Vice 
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Spencer Mapes, Secretary 
Cincinnati USA 

Regional Chamber

Amber Hurak 
Accenture

William Jones 
Will Jones Photo

Tamara Lang 
UC Health

Ena Menefi eld 
Ten Talents Network

Robert Ramsay 
Barnes Dennig 

Mary Ray
Coldwell Banker 

West Shell
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Tausha Cox 
Events Coordinator

Mallory Feltz 
Director of Exhibitions 

and Public Art

Ellen Muse-Lindeman 
Executive Director

Brittany Vernon 
Director of Arts Engagement 

and Learning

STAFF

Dear Friends,

Groundbreaking research in neuroscience reveals that our need to connect with 
other people is even more fundamental than our need for food and shelter. Social 
connection is a super power that makes individuals smarter, happier and more 
productive.*

At Kennedy Heights Arts Center, we have seen how arts and culture connect 
us—to start conversations we might not otherwise have, to celebrate our 
commonalities, to overcome diff erences.

Teens collaborate with professional artists and each other to create projects 
about issues they care about–and make a difference in their community.

Diverse artists of all practices and skill levels come together in a supportive, 
nurturing space. They create much more than artwork—they create community.

Residents view artwork by Lebanese artists and experience Arab culture, 
bringing to light social, cultural and political issues in the Middle East—bridging 
cultural divides.

Students create art installations, play in jazz ensembles, perform plays, dance, 
and sing in a chorus—soaring beyond their expectations.

In 2019, Kennedy Heights Arts Center provided free and low-cost arts 
experiences for more than 5,000 people, including art education classes for 
youth and adults, summer camps, artist residencies in the community, programs 
in public schools, art exhibitions, public art projects, and cultural events.

And because of contributions from people like you, 100% of these experiences 
were accessible to everyone regardless of income.

Thank you for being a Super Hero. Your support of Kennedy Heights Arts Center 
creates social connections and builds vibrant, inclusive communities for all of us.

With gratitude,
Ellen

*Matthew Lieberman, Social, 2013.



CREATIVE 
COLLABORATION

Artists-in-residence Nancy 
Gamon (Cincinnati) and poet 
Wendy McVicker (Athens, OH) 
led residents in a 4-week 
community art project 
Common Threads, combining 
text and textiles. 

SPARKING 
CONVERSATION

Presented 9 solo and 
group exhibitions that 
inspired social change 
through art. You are 
My Sister celebrated 
diversity and solidarity 
of women of diff erent 
races, cultures, religions, 
and socioeconomic 
levels in contemporary 
quilts.

BRIDGING CULTURAL 
DIVIDES

In partnership with SOS Art, Voices 
from Lebanon featured prints by 
contemporary Lebanese artists 
expressing social and political 
issues they face.

Local residents experienced Arab 
art, music, dance, food and culture 
through the exhibit and a 
Lebanese Festival at KHAC.

ENLIVENING
NEIGHBORHOODS

12 community events like 15th 
annual Winterfest, Jazz in the 
Heights and Play in the Park 
brought together more than 
2,500 diverse residents

86% of participants said they felt 
more connected to their community

“I found myself deeply invested ... 
The experience was more personal-
ly meaningful than I had expected.” 
- participant 

“(The exhibit) illustrates the power 
of art as a voice for a better world,” 
-curator Saad Ghosn.

Building Community

Financial 
Summary

Operating Revenue & Support:

OPERATING EXPENSES:

Thank
You!
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$21,052
RENTS (NET)
$21,052
RENTS (NET)RENTS (NET)

$313,572 PROGRAM

$34,324
ADMINISTRATION $24,542

FUNDRAISING

Major Support

OPERATING EXPENSES:

$145,288
GRANTS

$107,780
CONTRIBUTIONS

$155,827 PROGRAM
REVENUE

$6,579
FISCAL SPONSOR ADMIN FEE

$21,052
RENTS (NET)
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Total revenue: $436,556
Total Expense: $372,438



BUSINESS AND 
COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Kennedy Heights Community Council
Pleasant Ridge Community Council 
Pleasant Ridge Business Association

Donovan’s Auto and Tire Center
Dr. Dana Bateman, DDS
Triad Communications

Please visit kennedyarts.org for a listing  
of all of our generous donors.

Superhero
Charles H. Dater Foundation 
Eleanora C.U. Alms Trust, Fifth  
Third Bank, Trustee
George and Margaret  
McLane Foundation
Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Albert Harris
Mary and Bill Lennard
Louise Taft Semple Foundation
Marlene and Bill Muse
National Endowment for the Arts

Champion
Anonymous
Cynthia Barr
FotoFocus Cincinnati
Mimi Gingold and Al Gerhardstein
Mike and Fran Harmon
Kennedy Heights Community Council
Jim and Patti Rulli
Thomas Schiff
Scripps Howard Foundation
Social Venture Partners Cincinnati

Crusader 
Tom and Mary Clare Brennan
Karen Brownlee
Clyde N. Day Foundation 
Peg and Joe Conway
John and Jenny Dorich
David Gruber and Esperanza Tovar
Helen Haberstroh
Judith Harmony
Duane Holm
Lucy Haverland Joffe
Patrick and Mary Kirk
Magnified Giving
Teresa Mulligan
Network for Good
Chris and Mary Ray

to our  
amazing donors!

Sidekick
Gregory and Heather Albright
Jereena Ameen
Beverly and Bill Baker
John and Jean Bange
Ernest and Judith Barbeau
Dana and Tracie Bateman
Eric Brose
Christie Brown
Rebecca Brown
Mary Ann Buchino
Faye Burdick
Kate and Kevin Clarisey
Nita Clarisey
David and Yvonne Cooper
Jeanne Corwin
Tom and Barb Daugherty
Angela Davis
Lee and Diana DeRhodes
Nancy Driesbach
Van and Sheral Foster
Lynne George
Saad Ghosn
Amy Grady
Donald Gruber
The Gaslight Cafe
Lynn Hailey
Bob and Ilene Hayes
Bob and Marilyn Herring
Keith Lehman and Anne Hevener
Richard and Barbara Homlar
Mairi Huizinga
Susan Ingmire
Suzanne and Dave Kammer
Bob and Mary Kamp
Harriet and Ben Kaufman
Susan Kemp
Judy Kidd
Belinda Kindle

Maria Kreppel
Stan Ladrick
Tamara Lang
Joseph Leanza and Kelly Buschur
Sandy Matey
Andrea and Doug McLearen
Harry Meyer
Lawrence and Barbara Murray
Ellen Muse-Lindeman
Barbara and John Neumann
Patti and Doug Newberry
Mary Nicolay
John and Francie Pepper
Laura and Joe Porter
Linda Price
Amaranta Ramirez
Sue and Bob Ramsay
Lucy Reckseit
Bruce and Nancy Rogers
Chris Schroder
Christine Schumacher and Hal Hess
Lise and Kevin Sigward
Sharon Silver
Stacy and Jeff Stainton
Milan Staples
Harry and Susan Stebbins
Mike and Barbara Streff
Bruce Strickland
Emilie Sulkes
Rex VanAlstine and Duane Lewis
Douglas Vanderheid
Jacky and Raul Villar
Todd and Mary Washburn
Jeffry and Joan Weidner
Katie Whelan and John Dallman
Janet Wiehe
Ruth Anne Wolfe
Gary and Christine Wright
Jim and Susan Zarnowiecki

*Includes all contributions of $100 and above 
given between January 1 – December 31, 2019. 
We apologize for any omissions.

Defender
Rod and Barb Barr
John and Mary Ann Butkovich 
Cecelia Chewning
Lynn and Michael Conaway
William and Paula Cordes
Steven and Susan Davis
Paul Debono and Donita Parrish 
Fred and Carol Foote
BJ Gardner
Linda and Steve Grieser
Brian Gruber
Jennifer and Lyle Horvath
Amber and Brad Hurak
Kathleen Kraemer
Liz Loring
Spencer Mapes
Anne Marciniak 
Mary Ann Meanwell
Tom and Cindy Muething
Amy Muse and Doug Phillips
Pi Alpha Mu
Ben Pipkin and Kathy Kessler
Pleasant Ridge Community Council
William Price
Robert and Anne Ramsay
Margaret Ray
Diane and Dan Roketenetz
Marianne Rowe
Anne Schoelwer and Stephen Lavelle
Victoria and David Smith
Sue Ann Spears 
Carole and Floyd Staples
U.S. Bank Foundation Employee 
Matching Gift Program 
Shirley VanAbbema
Mev Wilson/Triad Communications

Thank
You!


