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Letter from the Director

Dear Friends,

Twenty years ago, a group of passionate neighbors had a bold vision: to transform
a vacant historic building into a vibrant community arts center. As we celebrated
Kennedy Heights Arts Center's 20th anniversary this year, we were reminded of just
how powerful that vision was—and continues to be.

Today, | look around and see a flourishing creative hub: two beautifully renovated
buildings, 17 dedicated staff members, a diverse range of innovative programming,
and a welcoming space that so many call “home.”

Perhaps what I'm most proud of is our unwavering commitment to equity and
inclusion. At Kennedy Heights Arts Center, we believe that art is for everyone, which
is why 100 percent of our programming has been and always will be accessible to
all, regardless of financial means.

Over the years, we have witnessed the transformative impact of the arts center. We
have seen the arts bring neighbors together, and young people find their voices
through creative expression. We have turned challenges into opportunities—from
revitalizing underutilized spaces to responding to crises like the pandemic with
resilience and innovation. And at every step, you have been with us.

Building on this amazing legacy, we look ahead
to the future. The Beyond 20: Arts Without
Barriers campaign, launched earlier this year,

is ensuring that the arts remain accessible

and inclusive for generations to come. With
your support, we will continue to ensure that
everyone has the opportunity to experience the
arts. Thank you for being part of this journey.
Here's to the next 20 years!

2 Muar

Ellen Muse
Executive Director

MISSION

To provide accessible and inclusive arts experiences that celebrate diversity,

nurture creativity, and build vibrant, connected communities




Cheersto 20 Years!

On May 9, 2024, Kennedy Heights Arts Center welcomed community members,
artists, and supporters to “Cheers to 20 Years,” a special celebration marking

two decades of impact. Hosted by Tiana Henry of WCPO-Channel 9, the evening
featured inspiring presentations, heartfelt testimonials, and dynamic student
performances--each underscoring KHAC's transformative influence. Guests explored
a special exhibition showcasing work by 20 artists who helped shape the Arts Center
and bid on unique ceramic plates created by local artists—a creative take on

the traditional 20th-anniversary gift of china.

Amid an atmosphere of joy and reflection, we toasted to KHAC's rich history and
future, reinforcing the power of the arts to unite and uplift communities.

Photos by Will Jones
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2024: Our Year in Numbers
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The Art of Belonging

or artist Gee Horton, Chapter 2: A Subtle Farewell to the Inner Child was more

than an exhibition—it was a deeply personal exploration of identity and the

meaning of belonging. Created in collaboration with Kennedy Heights Arts
Center for the FotoFocus Biennial, the project invited visitors to reflect on their own
journeys while weaving together the coming-of-age experiences of Black men.

"The idea of belonging was the anchor of this project,” Gee explained. Through
photography, drawings, collage, and videography, he not only explored his own
growth but also extended an invitation to viewers to reflect. “Every person who
views the work feels like they belong to me.”

The impact of Chapter 2 was profound. Students and community members left
heartfelt messages in the guest book, expressing how the work resonated with their
own experiences. “This was a beautiful, poignant, and amazing exhibit...” wrote
one visitor. “The messages in the artwork carry a universal story; that our stories are
all inextricably linked to those who came before us and those who come after.”

For Gee, Kennedy Heights Arts Center provided a rare and invaluable space to
bring this vision to life. “No other organization would have allowed me to create
this work—it couldn't have happened anywhere else,” he says.

With every brushstroke, every carefully crafted detail, the exhibition illustrated the
power of art to create connection and foster understanding. Through Chapter 2,
Kennedy Heights Arts Center became more than a gallery—it became a space for
healing, conversation, and transformation. B

Photos by Dylan Firlie



Empowering Young Voices

hat happens when you give young
people the power to create and
express themselves? You get Tellus
Zine—a vibrant publication that amplifies
the voices of local youth, showcasing their
creativity and perspectives in ways that inspire
and challenge the status quo.

Since its inception in 2019, this youth-led
publication (telluszine.org) has been a
powerful platform for self-expression and
reflection. With an editorial board composed
entirely of high school students, Tellus Zine
uplifts the voices of young artists and writers
across Greater Cincinnati.

In 2024, Tellus produced two impactful

issues. The first was a collaboration with the
Cincinnati Museum Center in response to
their exhibition, Girlhood (It's Complicated).
The Tellus members engaged museum visitors
in a hands-on workshop, inviting them to
create art inspired by the exhibition.

This zine wove together diverse stories and perspectives exploring the multifaceted
nature of girlhood across time and culture.

Their second issue, Value, encouraged young artists and writers to communicate
what they appreciate and cherish. Through poetry and visual art, 15 talented teens
reflected on how value shows up in memories, personal convictions, and the vibrant
diversity of life.

Tellus has been a transformative experience for its participants. One editorial board
member shared, “Instead of being afraid to share my opinion, | now feel free to
share what | think.”

Tellus Zine is more than a publication—it is a platform for change. By providing
young artists with a space to be heard, seen, and celebrated, it shapes the next
generation of brave creatives. B



A Cultural Exchange

Through Printmaking

rt has the power to transcend
borders, illuminate perspectives,
and inspire change.

This was beautifully exemplified in
Printed Voices from India: Social and
Cultural Reflections. The fourth biennial
exhibition in collaboration with SOS Art
brought together 97 contemporary Indian
printmakers to share their perspectives
on society, culture, and justice. Curated
by Saad Ghosn, this powerful collection
of prints served as a bridge between
two worlds, allowing the community to
engage with the lived experiences and
creative expressions of Indian artists.

Beyond the gallery walls, the exhibition
came to life through a festival where
attendees explored Indian culture
through music, dance, poetry,
traditional cuisine, and interactive

art experiences.

Guests had the opportunity to meet

visiting artists Anant and Shilpa Nikam, as well as take guided tours led by
curator Saad Ghosn, offering deeper connections to the exhibited works. In
addition, a commemorative book documenting the exhibition and featured
artists was published and provided free to visitors.

As the fourth iteration of the Voices from... series, this exhibition followed
past showcases of prints from Mexico, Lebanon, and Czechia. Each exhibition
highlights how artists use their work as a vehicle for peace, justice, and
understanding across cultures.

“Sharing the art of printmakers from India with the Cincinnati community

contributes to cultural exchange and illustrates the power of the artist’s voice for
a universal better world,” remarked Saad Ghosn. &

Photos by Dylan Firlie



2024 Kennedy Award.:

Donita Parrish

onita Parrish discovered Kennedy
Heights Arts Center through

- family friends (and KHAC
founders) Jim and Susan Zarnowicki. She
recalls attending her first Winterfest in
2007, shortly after moving to Pleasant
Ridge with her husband, Paul.

Upon joining the board, Donita served
as vice president and later president
from 2018 to 2024. Her outstanding
leadership during a pivotal time in
KHAC's history earned her this year's
Kennedy Award, honoring exceptional
contributors to the mission.

Some of the work she's proudest of may
not be obvious to KHAC visitors but

has a significant impact on those who Photo by Will Jones

work for the Center. “I'm very proud

that we improved our personnel policies and made it possible for the Arts Center
to start offering health insurance,” she says. She also championed KHAC's
participation in the OF/BY/FOR ALL Change Network to help make it more
inclusive, equitable, and relevant.

"Donita’s dedication and thoughtful leadership have strengthened KHAC in
profound ways,” says President Ramsey Ford. “Her work has ensured that our
organization is not only artistically vibrant but also a place where staff and
community members feel supported and valued.”

Donita’s experience with KHAC will resonate with many people for whom the
Center is part of the fabric of family life. “With the demands of parenting and
working full-time, having the Arts Center in the neighborhood made creative
participation possible for me and my family,” she says. “And it's been a third place
for my kids.”

Thank you, Donita, for making Kennedy Heights Arts Center a more inclusive and
welcoming place for all families! ®



2025 Volunteer Award:

David Gruber

7 avid Gruber has been involved
with Kennedy Heights Arts Center
almost since its founding. A

Kennedy Heights resident at the time, he
attended many events at the fledgling

organization. Later, he helped plan the
Jazz in the Heights concert series, which
led to his joining the Board about a
year later.

David's impact on KHAC has literally
blossomed through the years: As chair of
the Facilities Committee, he led efforts
to revamp the Center's campus. Inspired
by the lush landscape created by Lee
DeRhodes, he worked to preserve and
enhance this legacy. His dedication

went beyond leadership—he could

often be found in the garden himself, Photo by Will Jones
pulling weeds and tending to plants.

Executive Director Ellen Muse emphasizes David’s lasting impact: “David’s
passion for preserving and improving our facilities and grounds has left an
indelible mark. His leadership and hands-on dedication have ensured that the
Arts Center remains a beautiful, welcoming space for all. We are honored to
recognize him with this year's Volunteer Achievement Award.”

David has always enjoyed exploring diverse artistic expressions. Some of his
fondest memories of KHAC include working with staff and board members to
create collage art with artist June Daley, and experiencing Wing Yung Huie's
photography exhibit, which challenged him to reflect on his identity.

Through his leadership and commitment, David has helped KHAC flourish—

both literally and figuratively. Thank you, David, for all you've done to make
KHAC a more vibrant and inspiring place! ®

Photos by Dylan Firlie



Inspiring the Next

Generation of Jazz Musicians

fter years of dedication to jazz
Aeducation, Dr. Isidore Rudnick will retire

at the end of the 2024-2025 school
year, leaving behind an extraordinary legacy.
As the visionary co-founder and director of
the Cincinnati Jazz Academy, Dr. Rudnick has
transformed music education in Cincinnati
Public Schools (CPS) and beyond.

In 2018, Dr. Rudnick partnered with KHAC and
jazz advocate Albert Harris to establish the
Cincinnati Jazz Academy. This groundbreaking
after-school program provides barrier-free jazz
instruction to CPS students in grades 4-12.
Under his leadership, the program has grown
from 16 students to 140, offering comprehensive music education—including
group and private lessons, instruments, transportation, meals, and more—all at
no cost.

Academy students have performed at prestigious venues such as Cincinnati’s
Aronoff Center, New York City, and Barcelona, Spain--and in 2025, they will
perform at the Lisbon International Jazz Festival in Portugal. Recently, students
excelled at the Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival, earning nine national awards.

Dr. Rudnick’s influence extends far beyond jazz. As Fine Arts Curriculum
Manager for CPS, he has championed equitable arts education, earning
him numerous accolades, including the 2024 Creative Ohio Arts Educator
Champion Award and a Special Recognition Award from the Cincinnati Jazz
Hall of Fame.

KHAC has launched a national search for a new Music Director for the jazz
academy after Rudnick’s retirement. Thanks to an anonymous $3 million
endowment gift, this position—and the transformative impact of the Cincinnati
Jazz Academy—will be sustained into the future.

"Isi's passion and vision have truly been the driving force behind the Cincinnati
Jazz Academy,” said KHAC Executive Director Ellen Muse. “His belief in the
power of music to transform young lives has made an enduring impact on our
community . We are forever grateful for his leadership and dedication.” ®

Photo by Melissa Kyrlach



Beyond 20: Arts

Without Barriers

pholding our founding promise of
l | accessibility for everyone, Beyond

20: Arts Without Barriers is a bold step
toward securing Kennedy Heights Arts
Center's long-term sustainability. Launched in
2024 with a $2 million goal, the campaign focused
on creating an endowment fund with the Greater
Cincinnati Foundation and establishing an
inclusion fund to support arts access for people
with disabilities. By the end of 2024, we raised
$334,877—an incredible step toward our goal.

Photo by Kailah Ware

“Beyond 20 is more than a fundraising campaign—
it's our commitment to building an inclusive future

for the arts. With the support of our community, KHAC will remain a welcoming
space for creativity and connection for generations to come,” remarked Board

President Donita Parrish.

Your support can leave a lasting impact. Whether through a gift today or a planned
legacy donation, you can sustain accessible arts for generations to come. Learn
more at kennedyarts.org/support/leave-a-legacy. B

Financial Report

2024 Revenue 2024 Functional Expenses
$1,637,005 $1,439,916

9.8%
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Our Donors

*Includes contributions of $100 or more received between January 1 to December 31, 2024

Champions Advocates

Activities Beyond the Cynthia Barr

Classroom Joe and Peg Conway

Albert Harris William and Paula Cordes

Community Learning Kent Friel

Centers Institute Greater Cincinnati

Manuel D. and Rhoda Foundation

Mayerson Foundation David Gruber and

Ohio Department Esperanza Tovar

of Education Helen Haberstroh

Robert and Adele Schiff Amber and Brad Hurak

Family Foundation Anonymous Fund No. 18
of the Greater Cincinnati

Benefactors Foundation

ArtsWave RSL Commercial Architecture

Charles H. Dater Foundation Amy Muse

George and Margaret Robert and Anne Ramsay

McLane Foundation Jim and Patti Rulli

Hamilton County Youth Anne Schoelwer and

Resiliency Fund Stephen Lavelle

Louise Dieterle Nippert George and Laura West

Musical Arts Fund of the

Greenacres Foundation Supporters

Ohio Arts Council Kate and Kevin Clarisey
Linda Fabe

Ambassadors Ramsey Ford and Kate

Anonymous Fund of Hanisian

the Greater Cincinnati Lynne George

Foundation Brian Gruber — in honor of

Thomas J. Emery Memorial ~ David Gruber and Esperanza
Andrew Jergens Foundation Tovar

Mary and Bill Lennard Mike and Fran Harmon —in
Marlene and Bill Muse honor of Bill Muse
FotoFocus Kristen Holm

Kate Kern and Pat MacVeigh
Kathleen Kraemer

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Lewis
Rex VanAlstine and

Duane Lewis

The Perfect Brew

Diane and Dan Roketenetz —
in memory of Lee DeRhodes
Marianne R. Rowe

Lise and Kevin Sigward
Victoria and David Smith
Shirley VanAbbema

Friends

Dick and Mary Lu Aft
James and Rachel Anderson
Lisa Andrews

Lorraine Artis

Jean Bange

Dana and Tracie Bateman
Christie L. Brown

Vincent Brown and Valencia
Harris-Brown - in honor of
Gee Horton

John and Peg Bruggeman
Mary Ann Buchino
Joseph and Kerry Butkovich
Mary Ann Butkovich
Sharon Butler

Jenny and James Caffery
Musa Campbell

Meg Cannon

Tom and Barb Daugherty
Manuel Debono Family
Jeffrey Dey

John and Beth Finn

Tobin Gardner

Mike and Sharon Garry
Jacqueline Goldman

Sue Griebling

Donald Gruber

Lynn Hailey

Robin S. Hartmann

Marcia Hartsock



A heartfelt thank you to all of

our amazing supporters!

Bob and Marilyn Herring
Jane Hopson and

Larry Pythinski

Harriet and Ben Kaufman
Ann and Jon Keeling
Kennedy Heights
Community Council

Mark Khoury

Stephen and Robin
Klestinec

Sandy Kohn

Lauren Koon and

Aaron Herzig

Maria Kreppel

David Lococo - in memory
of Lee DeRhodes

Hannah Lohr-Pearson

The Marjorie P. Lee
Chapel Fund

Mark and Angela Mascolino
Major and Winona McNeil
Joanie Medert

Vivian Kay Morgan

Grace Moussa — in honor of
Lauri Ann Aultman
Lawrence and

Barbara Murray

John Neyer

Daniel Pfahl

Sue and Bob Ramsay
Bruce and Nancy Rogers
Catharine B Saelinger
Kimberly and Kenneth
Schon

Mel and Terrie Shotten
David Smith and

Debora Liberi

Nakia Coleman-Smith
Scott Stauber

Mike and Barbara Streff

Bruce Strickland

Michael and Marlene Tebbe
- in memory of

Lee DeRhodes

Jennifer and Erik Torgersen
Keith Vesper

Ericka Wiebe

Ruth Anne Wolfe and
Andrew Jewell

Beyond 20: Endowment
and Inclusion Funds

Visionary Circle

Joe and Peg Conway
Mimi Gingold and Al
Gerhardstein

Albert Harris

Leadership Circle

Barnes Denning

Kathleen and Greg Bell
Cuyler Consulting, LLC
Robert and Cynthia Conway
Charitable Fund

Manuel Debono Family —in
honor of Paul Debono and
Donita Parrish

Amy Muse

Robert and Anne Ramsay
Chris and Mary Ray —in
memory of Judy and
George Kidd and
Margaret Ray

Jim and Patti Rulli

Chris Schroder

Lise and Kevin Sigward
Susan and Randy Wade-
Murphy

Jim Zarnowiecki

Sustainers

Mekibib Altaye and Martha
Yoseph —in honor of Lynn
and Michael Conaway
Lisa Andrews

Jody Barkley

Rod and Barb Barr
Meredith and

Philbert Barrett

John and Peg Bruggeman
Mary Ann Buchino
Jeffrey Dey

Tim and Tina DuMont
John and Beth Finn
Lynne George
Jacqueline Goldman

Sue Griebling

Helen Haberstroh

Mike and Fran Harmon
Susan Ingmire

Janice Kagermeier
Peggy Landes

Judy Lindblad

Kathy and Pat Michel
Marlene and Bill Muse
Patti and Doug Newberry
Mary Nicolay

The Marjorie P. Lee
Chapel Fund

Bruce and Nancy Rogers
Diane and Dan Roketenetz
Jane T. Stanton

Harry and Susan Stebbins
Mike and Barbara Streff
Bruce Strickland

Shirley VanAbbema



You're Invited

Founder’s

Day 2025

Celebrating our collective impact and those
who help bring our mission to life.

Sunday, April 27, 2:00 - 4:00 pm
Kennedy Heights Arts Center Lindner Annex

RSVP to ellen@kennedyarts.org

2024 Board of Directors

Donita Parrish, President Jacqueline Goldman
Ramsey Ford, President Jackie Grant

as of 9/24 Robin Hartmann
Robert Ramsay, Treasurer Kristy High

Amber Hurak, Secretary William Jones

Lisa Andrews Hannah Lohr-Pearson
Meg Cannon Lise Sigward

Nakia Coleman-Smith Alexa Teare

Donate

When you give to Kennedy Heights Arts Center, you
help create a more vibrant and connected community.
Your support ensures that our programs are accessible
to everyone no matter their circumstance.

Give today at kennedyarts.org.

Give Online
Annual Operating Support Provided By
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